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1. Executive Summary 

1.1 The council has received a renewal application of the sexual entertainment 
venue premises licence for Sunset Strip, Basement, 30 Dean Street, W1D 3SA. 
The report sets out the application details, representations, policy and legal 
context along with other considerations that the Committee requires to determine 
this application. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That following consideration of the information given orally at the hearing and in 
writing by the applicants and objectors to: 

 
2.1.1 Grant the applications in full 
2.1.2   Grant the applications subject to the standard conditions and/or any 

modifications to any part of the application and imposition of any additional 
conditions proposed by a party to the hearing, or 

2.1.3 Refuse the applications 
 

3. Application 2017 

3.1 On 29th September 2017 the applicant applied to renew the sexual entertainment 
venue premises licence to provide striptease, pole dancing and table dancing 

 



involving full and partial nudity between the hours of 09:00 to 01:00 on each of 
the days Monday to Saturday and 09:00 to 23:00 on Sunday. The applicant has 
not requested to change the relevant entertainment or to remove any standard 
conditions to the licence if the application is granted. A copy of the application is 
attached as Appendix A1.   

4. Objections  

4.1 An objector submitted an objection (attached as Appendix B1) within the 
statutory 28 day consultation period stating a number of issues with the 
application namely: 

 

 The venue is not in keeping with the area 

 The venue has an open frontage visible to the public 

 The girls are outside the venue smoking on the street 

 The venue lacks discretion 

 Other venues meet a higher standard than this one 
 
NOTE: On initial submission of these comments, the objector did not indicate 

whether this was a formal objection to the application or generalised 
comments. Therefore, the Licensing Service contacted the objector to confirm 
whether this was a formal objection to the renewal application.  

 
4.2  On 3 November 2017, the objector confirmed that their submission was to be 

considered as a formal objection to this application. The objector has stated that 
there is no objection to an SEV in this neighbourhood in principle, and no 
objection to renewal provided the issues identified are addressed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Licensing Act 2003 Premises Licence 
 
5.1 The table below sets out the current activities and times permitted by the 

premises licence.  
 
5.2 A copy of the current Premises Licence is attached to this report as Appendix C1. 
 
5.3 A copy of the current Sexual Entertainment Licence is attached at Appendix C2.  
 
 

 
Existing Premises Licence (09/07575/LIPV) permitted Licensable Activities 

 

Performance of Dance 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Provision of facilities for Dancing 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Provision of facilities for making Music 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Performance of Live Music 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Playing of Recorded Music 
 Monday to Sunday: 09:00 to 09:00  
 
Provision of facilities for entertainment of a similar description to making music or 
dancing 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Anything of a similar description to Live Music, Recorded Music or Performance of 
Dance 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Private Entertainment consisting of dancing, music or other entertainment of a like 
kind for consideration and with a view to profit Unrestricted 
 

Late Night Refreshment: Indoors 
 
 Monday to Saturday: 23:00 to 01:30  
 Sunday: 23:00 to 01:00  
 



Sale of Alcohol: On and off the premises 
 

Monday to Saturday: 10:00 to 01:00  
 Saturday: 10:00 to 00:30  
 Sunday: 12:00 to 00:30  
 

Non Standard Timings/Seasonal Variations 
 
On New Year's Eve the premises can remain open for the purpose of providing regulated 
entertainment from the time when the provision of regulated entertainment must otherwise 
cease on New Year's Eve to the time when regulated entertainment can commence on New 
Year's Day (or until midnight on New Year's Eve where no regulated entertainment takes 
place on New Year's Day). 
 

Opening hours: 
 
Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:30 
Sunday: 09:00 to 00:00 
 

 
 
6. Policy Considerations 
 
6.1 Suitability of applicant – SU1 
 

The applicant has stated that no relevant offences have been committed. In 
addition, the Police and the Council’s Licensing Inspectorate have carried out fit 
and proper persons checks and have not made any objections to the application. 

 
6.2 SEV carried on for the benefit of another person – SU2 
 
 The Police and the Council’s Licensing Inspectorate have undertaken 

appropriate checks and have made no comments. 
 
6.3 Appropriate number of SEV in a locality – NO1 
  

The appropriate number of sexual entertainment venues in the relevant localities 
is 25 in the Westminster core CAZ north. As the premises are currently licensed 
this application, if granted, will not exceed 25. 

 
6.4 Character of the relevant locality – LO1 
 
 These premises are located in a busy public thoroughfare which is the main 

arterial route into East Soho for vehicles. The area surrounding this premises are 
busy in the evening with pedestrian and vehicular movements through Soho. A 
map showing the sexual entertainment venues within a 100 metre radius along 
with any faith groups or schools is attached to this report (attached as Appendix 
D1). 



 
 The previous existence of a licence permitting sexual entertainment at a 

premises should not of itself give rise to any expectation that a sexual 
entertainment venue licence will be granted or renewed. In considering the 
appropriateness of a sexual entertainment venue the council is entitled to change 
its view about the character of the locality in which the sexual entertainment 
venue is situated, whether or not there has been a change in the character of the 
locality. Equally, the character of the locality in which the sexual entertainment 
venue is situated, or proposed to be situated, may have changed since the grant 
of previous sexual entertainment venue licences for premises in that locality, 
which would now make a grant or renewal of a licence inappropriate (Para 2.4.15 
SEV Statement of Licensing Policy 2012). 

 
6.5 Use of premises in the vicinity – LO2 
 
 The premises around the applicant’s premises are a combination of mixed use 

premises. A map showing the residential density and premise within the vicinity is 
attached to this report as Appendix D2.  

 
6.6 Layout, character or condition of the venue – LO3 

This premises is a small venue split over the ground floor and basement. The 
ground floor comprises of the main entrance and a bar with some seating areas. 
The basement consists of a dance floor and five open plan booths around the 
exterior.  

 
7. Legal Implications 
 
7.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee may determine to: 

(a)  Grant the applications in full 
(b) Grant with additional special conditions which the Licensing Sub-

Committee deem appropriate; or 
 (b) Refuse the applications. 
 
7.2 Before refusing to renew a licence, the Licensing Authority shall give the 

applicant an opportunity to appear before and to be heard by the Licensing Sub-
Committee (Para 10(19) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
7.3 In considering this application, the Licensing Sub-Committee shall have regard to 

any observations submitted to them by the Chief Officer of Police and any 
objections that have been received in writing within the 28 day consultation 
period (Para 10(18) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
7.4  This SEV licence expired on 30 September 2017. It is deemed to remain in force 

until the application is either withdrawn or determined. (Para 11(1) Schedule 3 
LG(MP)A1982).  

 



 
 
 
7.5 The Licensing Sub-Committee may refuse to renew a licence for the following 

reasons: 
(a)  that the applicant is unsuitable to hold a licence by reason of having been 

convicted of an offence or for any other reason; 
(b) that if the licence were to be granted the business to which it relates would 

be managed by or carried on for the benefit of a person, other than the 
applicant, who would be refused the grant of such a licence if he made the 
application himself; 

(c)  that the number of sex establishments in the relevant locality at the time the 
application is made is equal to or exceeds the number which the authority 
consider is appropriate for the locality; 

(d)  that the grant or renewal of the licence would be inappropriate, having regard 
–  

  (i) to the character of the relevant locality; or  
  (ii)  to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are put; or  
  (iii)  to the layout, character or condition of the premises, vehicle, vessel 

  or stall in respect of which the application is made.  
 
7.6 If the Licensing Sub-Committee determine to renew a Sexual Entertainment 

Venue licence, the licence will remain subject to the Standard Conditions for 
Sexual Entertainment Venue licences, unless the Sub-Committee determines 
that certain Standard Conditions should be expressly excluded or varied (Para 
13(4) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
7.7 Should the Licensing Sub-Committee determine to refuse the application for the 

renewal of a licence under Paragraph 12(3)(a) or (b) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A 1982, 
the applicant may appeal to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days beginning with 
the date on which the applicant is notified of the refusal of his application (Para 
27(1) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
7.8  If the application for renewal is refused, the licence is deemed to remain in force 

until the time for bringing an appeal has expired and if such an appeal is duly 
brought until the determination or abandonment of the appeal. (Para 27(10) 
Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
8. Human Rights Act and Equality Implications 
 
8.1  In making a decision consideration will need to be given to the applicant’s rights 

under the European Convention on Human Rights. The right to peaceful 
enjoyment of possessions (Article 1 of the First Protocol) and freedom of 
expression (Article 10) may be relevant. The Home Office Guidance suggests 
that “local authorities would be well advised to consider whether any interference 
with the applicant’s rights under Article 10 or Article 1, Protocol 1 of the European 



Convention on Human Rights is necessary and proportionate for the prevention 
of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or moral or for the protection of 
the rights and freedoms of others, or in the case of Article 1, Protocol 1, can be 
justified in the general interest”.  

 
8.2  The Council in its capacity as Licensing Authority has a duty to have regard to its 

public sector equality duty under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. In 
summary, section 149 provides that a Public Authority must, in the exercise of its 
functions, have due regard to the need to:  

 
(a) eliminate discrimination harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that 
is prohibited by or under this Act;  
(b) advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant 
protected characteristic and persons who do not share it; and  
(c) foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristics and persons who do not share it.  
 
Section 149 (7) of the Equality Act 2010 defines the relevant protected 
characteristics as age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, 
race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

 
 
Appendices 
A1 – Application form      

 B1 – Objection 
C1 – Current Licensing Act 2003 Premises Licence 
C2 – Current Sexual Entertainment Licence 
D1 – Map showing Sexual Entertainment Venues, faith groups and schools 
within a 100m radius of the premises  
D2 – Map of the locality 

 

If you have any queries about this Report or wish to inspect any of the 
Background Papers  please contact: Daisy Gadd on 020 7641 6500 or at 

dgadd@westminster.gov.uk 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
Policing and Crime Act 2009 
Sexual Entertainment Venues Statement of Licensing Policy 2012 
Sexual Entertainment Venues Guidance and Procedure effective 17 February 2012 
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Application form            Appendix A1 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Objection                                Appendix B1 
 

 



Current Licensing Act 2003 Premises Licence                    Appendix C1 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Current Sexual Entertainment Licence                                 Appendix C2 
 

 



 



 



 



Map of SEVS, faith groups and schools in the locality       Appendix D1 
 

 



Map of the locality            Appendix D2 
 

 
Resident count = 229 


